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Readers are invited to contribute articles or letters for inclusion 
in the next issue of the Byzant. These should be of an historical 
nature but need not be confined to the locality or based on 
original research.  

Please send submissions to Gold Hill Museum or email 
enquiries to: - 

enquiries@goldhillmuseum.org.uk   
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                          Chairman’s Chat. 
Well, here I am again recalling what’s happened over the last year despite my 

declaration last year that it would be my last!  There must be someone out there 

who would enjoy leading this great organisation.   

The real problem is that we now need a new treasurer, so do you know anyone 

with bookkeeping skills?  Thankfully, Liz is hanging on, waiting to hand over to 

the next person.  Think about it – please! 

The good news is that we now have a trustee responsible for fundraising, Juliet, 

who is remarkably enthusiastic and already pursuing the National Lottery 

Community Fund for the purchase of a digital system which will open up the 

museum to visitors with visual impairments, low literacy levels, cognitive 

challenges, or language difficulties. 

The move into our former rental premises has been successful financially as the 

enlarged shop has done very well but we need more stewards to ensure that 

there are always three on duty.  We’ll be holding recruitment drives in the new 

year in the form of coffee mornings; look out for the dates if you think you could 

offer a couple of hours a week to meet visitors from all over the world, or just 

get in touch via chairman@goldhillmuseum.org.uk 

Thanks must go to our wonderful stewards, without whom we couldn’t open to 

the public six hours a day, seven days a week throughout the April – October 

season, as well as to those volunteers who work tirelessly behind the scenes, 

researching, sorting, cataloguing, creating displays, maintaining the building and 

garden, stocking the shop, managing the finances, keeping you informed, 

answering queries, producing necessary documentation and, of course, 

compiling this newsletter. 

Footfall has been disappointing this season, about 2,000 down on last year, 

which is difficult to explain except that it’s the reported trend in the town and, 

indeed, throughout the southwest, although Shaftesbury Abbey Museum 

appears to be bucking it. 

Matthew Tagney’s temporary exhibition, a remarkable collection of 

archaeological artefacts resulting from a chance find on a country walk, has  

proved very popular this season and the High House Press temporary 
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exhibition, also very popular, is about to become a permanent one, situated in 

reception.  We’re waiting on a decision from a local village history society for 

next season’s main temporary exhibition, fingers crossed. 

This edition of The Byzant has some really interesting and varied articles: from 

King Cnut and Robert the Bruce to Queen Victoria’s gold jubilee and ladies’ 

football, all contributed by Dave Hardiman, Ian Kellett’s account of archaeology 

and the Agatha Christie connection and the heart-warming letters from New 

Zealand, provided by Ann Symons.  What an amazing resource Shaftesbury 

Remembers the Great War is!  However, it would be great to receive some 

members’ contributions; please think about whether you could offer something. 

I do hope you enjoy reading this year’s Byzant, and please accept my heartfelt 

thanks to you, our members, for your continued support. 

Wishing you a merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year. 

Elaine Barratt 
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Shaftesbury miscellany (1897). 
Edward Francis, an agricultural Labourer, was asked if he was guilty of being 

drunk and incapable the previous night in Shaftesbury. He replied: ‘I dunno if 

I were or not, I walked a good many miles yesterday and I spose I got tired 

and zat down and went to zleep. I know I had a pint or two’. P.C. Stickley told 

the magistrate that he found the defendant in a hopeless state of intoxication, 

and it was necessary to remove him to the Police Station. Asked what he had 

to say, the defendant repeated that he did not know if he was drunk and said 

he could not remember anything about it. He added, ‘I walked vrom Martin 

yesterday. I was alright when I cum droo Shaasbery, for I zeed two 

p’licemen. I went on yonder I know to the Kings Arms and , wull I ad a pint’. 

It was reported that he had recently been fined for a similar offence in 

Gillingham, which remained unpaid. He was now fined a further 1s-6d. The 

defendant said ‘I’ve got a half zovrin with zum oddzes’.     

 



The Shaftesbury & District Historical Society 11th Annual 

General Meeting. Held in the Garden Room, Gold Hill 

Museum on 19th August 2025 at 2:30pm. 
 
1. Chairman’s Welcome:   

Elaine opened the AGM welcoming the members to the meeting.  

 

Present: Sir John Stuttard, Elaine Barratt, Liz Hack, Jeanette Hardiman, Tony 

Martin, Rupert Tapper, Dave Hardiman, Sheena Commons, Ann Symons, Juliet 

Alexander, Cath Toogood (minutes).  There were 16 society members present. 

2. Apologies received from:  

Phil Proctor, Linda Wilton, Anna McDowell, Karen and David Satterthwaite, 

Rodney Atwood, Claire Ryley, John Parker, Phil Hack, Ian Kellett. 

3. Minutes of previous AGM:  

The minutes of the 10th AGM held on the 20th August 2024 were agreed as a true 

copy of the meeting. It was proposed they be accepted by Liz Hack and seconded 

by Sheena Commons, carried unanimously. 

4. Election of Trustees:  

There were two candidates for election this year, Sheena Commons was seeking 

re-election and Juliet Alexander is a new Trustee.  

Sheena has volunteered at the museum for many years, more recently as Trustee 

responsible for Display, Documentation and Membership.  She brings a wealth 

of experience to the Society.   

Juliet Alexander is the Trustee responsible for Fundraising.  Juliet has been a 

volunteer with our Collections team for some while.   

Sheena and Juliet were both nominated by Elaine Barratt, seconded by Jeanette 

Hardiman.  There being no objections and all agreed, both were elected.   

At this point, it was also mentioned that Ian Kellett was stepping down as a 

Trustee but would continue producing a Blog. 
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5. Chairman’s Report to include consideration of the Trustees’ Annual 

Report for 2024-2025: 

We had a pretty good year with a slightly longer season than normal, 23/3/24 – 

3/11/24, as well as February half term week, during which our wonderful 

volunteer stewards welcomed nearly nineteen and a half thousand visitors, 

about a thousand down on the previous year. 

As well as the stewards, without whom we couldn’t open to the public, many 

volunteers work behind the scenes, sorting, cataloguing, conserving, counting 

and banking cash, taking minutes of meetings, putting together displays, 

maintaining the building and the garden, compiling the newsletters, keeping the 

website updated, and organising lectures and outreach programmes. 

We couldn’t operate without them, and I offer my gratitude to all of them. 

The one area really lacking has been fundraising, highlighted especially this year 

when we could have used extra funding for the Sun & Moon cottage extension, 

so I am delighted to welcome Juliet Alexander to the committee with 

responsibility for fundraising.  Already established on the collection care team, 

she expressed an interest in becoming more involved and, having been co-opted 

in May, she is already demonstrating huge enthusiasm for and commitment to 

the role; thank you for electing her this afternoon. 

Ian Kellett has been a trustee for at least fifteen years (I can’t be exact because I 

would have needed to send Dave up into the loft to retrieve old minutes) but, due 

to ongoing and multiple health issues, has been unable to attend meetings for 

the last year and, for this reason, is not seeking re-election although he will 

continue to produce his regular blogs.  The lecture programme is set for the 

coming winter; whether he will be able to continue in that role remains to be 

seen.  We’re all hoping for a good outcome as investigations continue into the 

cause of his deteriorating health. 

Our thanks go also to you, our members, for your continuing support.  Some 

twenty of you enjoyed Martin Shallcross’s hospitality on the September outing.  

A significant number of you responded to my appeal for help with funding the 

extension and we’re most grateful. 
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We also received grants from the Semma Fund and Swans Trust. 

My thanks go to my fellow trustees for all they do in their particular areas of 

responsibility; three of them have had extra burdens put upon them due to the 

extension: Dave Hardiman, Jeanette Hardiman and Liz Hack.  Dave has worked 

tirelessly to ensure that the Sun & Moon cottage project was completed 

successfully, including organising the extension of CCTV and intruder alarm 

systems; Jeanette has fitted out the new shop and developed the barcoding 

system which involved producing new bar codes for a great many products as 

well as labelling them and training the stewards to use the bar code reader; Liz, 

apart from the extra work necessarily put upon her as Treasurer, took charge of 

organising the extension of utilities and IT facilities.  When I received her letter 

of resignation, I told her that I was devastated but not surprised because she is 

not yet enjoying the luxury of retirement from paid work. 

Devastated, of course, because we can’t operate without a Treasurer.  Having 

given notice of my intention to relinquish the Chair this year, none of the several 

people that I have asked as well as the volunteers I have emailed want to take it 

on and, it would now appear, every organisation is seeking a Treasurer, a role 

which, at this level, requires particular skills. 

So I have given up any hope of finding fresh blood to lead this wonderful 

organisation.  Liz, I am delighted to report, won’t leave us in the lurch but it’s not 

fair to expect her to carry on indefinitely so does anyone know someone who can 

use a computer accounting system or who is willing to learn? And who would like 

to join our friendly little team? 

As we enter a new financial year, the extension into our rental premises has gone 

well and the shop is thriving, but we’re struggling for volunteer stewards, footfall 

is down, and it remains to be seen whether we will make ends meet without the 

rental income. 

Elaine Barratt 

19 August 2025   

Tony Durie, proposed to adopt the Chairman’s Report, seconded by Sheena 

Commons, all were in agreement: Chairman’s Report adopted.  
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6. Treasurer’s Report to include consideration of the Statement of 

Accounts for 2024-2025:  

A copy of the annual Trustees’ annual reports and accounts had been posted on 

the Society’s website and had also been emailed to members.  Additionally, hard 

copies were available at the meeting.   The accounts have been examined and 

approved by the Society’s accountants, Ward Goodman.  

Society Member Alan Carter queried the figures showing depreciation of assets. 

It was explained that it was normal practice to demonstrate an annual reduction 

in the value of assets, which, although purchased as brand new, may have since 

fallen in value.  The depreciation reflected the true value of all assets. 

Alan Carter thanked Liz for her work and diligence in the Treasurer role.   

Elaine Barratt proposed that the accounts be adopted, Alan Carter seconded, no 

objections raised, all in agreement, the accounts were adopted. 

7. Membership fees for 2025-2026:   

Elaine confirmed there is no intention to amend current membership fees.  

8. Appointment of Accountants: 

Having been notified that The Society’s former Accountants Andrews & Palmer 

would not deal with the accounts any longer, Liz had searched for a replacement, 

which proved difficult as most Accountants do not wish to undertake charity 

accounts and those that do are expensive.  After contacting most of the local 

Accountants with no luck, Liz approached Ward Goodman who took over the 

accounts with an annual charge of £1,200.  They prepare the accounts, check 

them and print them off etc.   

The need for Accountants and the associated fees was questioned and Elaine 

confirmed that, although they are not strictly required (because the Society’s 

finance are below the level required), the Charity Commission advises that 

organisations must be confident that the verifier is competent.  Until further 

notice we will continue to use Ward Goodman.  

9. AOB:  

Following Ian Kellett’s resignation as a Trustee, a member queried who would be 

organising the Lecture Programme in future.  Elaine reassured the meeting  

that the Lecture 2025/26 Programme is already in place and that Ian will 
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continue organising the schedule for the immediate future, despite having 

stepped down as a Trustee.   

Richard Clarke gave a vote of thanks to Elaine for all the hard work she 

undertakes to keep the museum running so smoothly and well kept.   

Ann Symons proposed the vote, Sir John seconded.   

Sir John added his voice telling the membership the museum is very lucky to 

have Elaine as Chair and a marvellous group of hard-working trustees and 

volunteer stewards.  A round of applause followed.   

There being no other business the meeting closed at 14:54.   

Following the AGM the members were invited to the Garden Party for cakes, 

wine and cordial.   
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Shaftesbury miscellany. 
Did you know that there were once, including the Abbey, 12 churches 

in Shaftesbury. However, those of Holy Trinity, St. Lawrence, St. Martin 

& St. Andrew were united under St. Peter’s, and those of All Saints, St. 

Edward, St. John & St. Mary were all united under St. James’. The others 

were St. Rumbold or Cann and the Abbey. 

 

Although now redundant as a church, Cann church was dedicated to 

Saint Rumbold, who was the son of the King of Northumbria, and his 

mother was the daughter of Penda, King of Mercia. He only lived for 3 

days, but legend has it that he was a prodigy and on his first day of life, 

cried out 3 times that he was a Christian and asked to be baptised.   

  

  

 

 

 



   Shaftesbury and New Zealand Remember the Great War. 
For over ten years genealogist Chris Stupples has been carrying out research into 

the lives of local men and women who served in the First World War. He has 

posted 1647 of their stories on the Shaftesbury Remembers the Great War 

website and this has become a valuable source for family and local history 

research. The website can be accessed on https://shaftesbury-

remembers.goldhillmuseum.org.uk or through a link on the Gold Hill Museum 

website. Chris has received many messages of appreciation from all over the 

world, but none have been as moving as this exchange with Jackie Scurr about her 

family.  

 

Hi there, 

I am writing from New Zealand to thank you from the bottom of my heart for 

enabling me to at last learn the identity of my birth grandfather. His name is 

Herbert Darrell King, and he fought in the Great War. The records you have for 

him state he remained single his entire life but what they do not mention was that 

he fathered a child out of wedlock. That child was my mother, and she is still alive 

today, a spritely 82.  

Herbert and my grandmother, Rose Fletcher wanted to marry but his mother 

forbade it as she did not approve of Rose being a divorcee.  He did know about my 

mother’s birth and used to visit her and provide for her financially.  

Mum was raised knowing little about her father; all she knew was that she was 

different from her older sisters. Nanny would never talk about Herbert, even when 

Mum reached adulthood. She didn’t even know his full name until we came across 

your website and suddenly all the pieces of an 80-year-old puzzle slotted into 

place. Without your website and dedication to preserving the memory of those 

who fought in the Great War, my mother would have died without answers. At 

last we feel as though we know at least something of who we are and where we 

have come from.  We always believed we were an extremely small family but 

apparently Herbert had many siblings! I wonder if any of them, or their 

descendants, know of my mother’s existence. Hopefully one day we will be able to 

discover even more about who we are. 
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I just wanted to send you my sincere thanks for all you do, even for people like me 

and Mum, on the other side of the world 😊 

Warmest regards 

Jackie Scurr, NZ, 

formerly of Selborne in Hampshire 

 

Hi Ann – and Chris! 

I just received the results of my DNA test this morning from MyHeritage and it 

confirms Herbert Darrell King is definitely my grandfather! I can’t explain how it 

makes me feel, it is a mystery I never imagined it would be possible to solve. If it 

wasn’t for my stumbling across your website, I don’t believe it ever would have 

been.  I greatly look forward now to being able to fill the gaps in my family tree 

and connecting with some of them! 

My mother is 82 years old but she didn’t even tell me until she was in her seventies 

that the man I believed to have been my birth grandfather was not, and in fact she 

had no idea who she really was.  She acted as though it didn’t matter to her but 

as the years have gone by, she has spoken more about how she felt, knowing that 

she was different from her much older sisters but not knowing why. Hearing other 

adults talk about her father and how much she resembled him in hushed tones, as 

if she wasn’t there. It was obvious that my grandmother was simply trying to 

protect my mum from any scandal by giving the same surname as the rest of her 

children on Mum’s birth certificate but it’s clear to see now, that not knowing the 

truth affected her greatly. 

Mum was born in 1942 and knew that her father came to visit her until he died, 

although she doesn’t remember him. He met my grandmother when she was in 

the land army and he was working on a neighbouring farm, I believe. It makes 

sense now, why he was not called up for WW2, we always wondered why he was 

around during those years. It is so heartening to read from your records that he 

was a good man, a brave man. I cannot imagine what it must have been like to 

have gone away to war as an 18-year-old.  

Herbert paid for the nursing home in Four Marks and all care for mother and 

daughter when Mum was born. I’m not 100% sure what Herbert died from, Mum  
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seemed to think it was some kind of brain tumour or aneurysm.  Nanny once told 

Mum that Herbert had left £100 for his daughter, in the event of his death. Back 

then, it was an awful lot of money, but for reasons unknown to us, Nanny never 

received it when he passed.  

I think if Herbert were still here, he would be incredibly proud of his daughter, 

Sylvia Ann. She is the strongest woman I have ever met, and I can understand more 

now why she has had to be.  

Anyway, I wanted to thank you once again for quite literally giving us a family. I 

can’t really put into words how much it means. We may live on the other side of 

the world, but at last, we know who we are. 

Sending all good wishes, 

Jackie.  

                                                       

Herbert Darrell King. 
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Hi Ann, 

I really appreciate you sending my email on to Chris and was very touched to hear 

his response.  What an amazing achievement, to have produced so many stories!  I 

have recently begun tracing my family tree (now I am finally able to do so!) and 

efforts such as Chris’s are so important.  Without them, so many people become 

nothing more than names in the family tree.  Through your website my mother 

and I have been able to really get an idea of who my grandfather was, and I can’t 

tell you how much that means for her, especially, to have that insight. 

I trust that your recent VE Day commemorations went well.  I feel rather 

embarrassed to admit that before now, I never felt much of a connection to our 

war history and the countless men who fought so bravely.  I knew so little about 

both sides of my family.  Most of my male relatives had died before I was born and 

my step-grandfather would never talk about his experience of WW2.  At 52 years 

old, after finding his identity on your website, I finally came face to face with my 

birth grandfather, in a photograph he had sent to his mother.  He was 18 years old 

and had just signed up for WW1.  I was lost for words; I was looking at not much 

more than a child.  As the mother of 26 and 28 year old sons, I cannot imagine 

what it was like to have a child go away to war and I pray I never have to.  Since 

that day, I have discovered several more ancestors on my father’s  

side who were killed as young soldiers in WW1, as well as another who was on 

board the Lusitania.  These findings and more have given me an enormous sense 

of connection and listening to the VE commemorative broadcasts in the UK from 

NZ recently made me feel very emotional; such a mixture of pride and grief.  Such 

unfathomable loss. 

Thank you once again for all you do to ensure they are never forgotten,  

With best wishes, 

Jackie 

 

Chris’s modest response to Jackie’s message was: “What a nice tribute. Makes it 

all worthwhile.” 

On page 15, is the story he posted on the Shaftesbury Remembers the Great War 

website in February 2020. It has been recently updated following the acquisition  
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of a copy of Herbert’s death 

certificate.  This confirms that the 

cause of death was a cerebral 

tumour. Also included on the 

website are photographs of 

Herbert sent to Jackie by her 

newly discovered second cousin 

Carla Allen. 
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Herbert Darrell King was born on 23rd December 1896 at Alvediston, 

Wiltshire, the son of Mark King and Kate King (née Stanley).  He lived most 

of his life, apart from Military Service, in Alvediston.  He enlisted as a Gunner 

with the Royal Garrison Artillery (Service No. 44773) on 8th September 1914 

and served with various units in Salonika from 19th March 1915 and in 

France & Flanders from 15th April 1916.   Whilst in France he suffered gas 

poisoning and later a severe gunshot wound which led to him being 

discharged as unfit for further duty on 29th March 1918.   He was awarded 

the Victory and British War medals as well as the 1915 Star.  He was also 

issued with the Silver War Badge No. 372725.  In time he was also granted a 

Pension. The 1921 Census shows him back living in Elcombe Lane, 

Alvediston, living with his parents and working as an Agricultural Labourer 

and the 1939 Register indicates he was at the same address now described 

as a Farm Tractor Driver.  He remained single throughout his life and died on 

26th August 1948 from a cerebral tumour in the Royal South Hants Hospital 

in Southampton, Hampshire. 

https://shaftesbury-remembers.goldhillmuseum.org.uk/story/herbert-

darrell-king/  

The Shaftesbury Remembers the Great War website was built and is 

maintained free of charge by Rob Frost of Orion IT Ltd. 
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King Cnut (Canute) & Shaftesbury. 
Perhaps some of you may not know that King Cnut (Also known as Canute) was 

among our greatest Kings and, like Alfred the great, he was known as Cnut the 

great.  

On the 12th November 1035, he died in Shaftesbury, under the care of the Abbess 

and her nuns in the town’s great abbey. He was about 45 years old. 

Cnut had been born in 

Denmark and was of Viking 

blood. His father was a 

renowned Viking named 

Sweyn Forkbeard. In the late 

summer of 1015, he set sail for 

England with a fleet of 200 

longships and an army of 

perhaps some 10,000. Having 

arrived, he spent the next 14 

months or so, fighting against 

the Saxon King of England, 

Ethelred the Unready and his 

son, Edmund Ironside. 

Ethelred had become King in 

the year 978, following the 

murder of his half-brother, 

Edward, later to be known as 

Edward the Martyr, whose remains were eventually buried in Shaftesbury Abbey 

some 3 years later. 

Cnut first arrived at Sandwich, Kent, in September 1015, but soon sailed around 

Kent, along the south coast to Wessex and the mouth of the river Frome in Poole 

Harbour. From there he harried the lands of Dorset, Somerset and Wiltshire; his 

army was ferocious and ruthless. Wessex surrendered to him late in 1015 and 

other leaders of England soon followed.   

Ethelred the Unready died in April 1016, while defending London with his son, 

16. 

 
     King Cnut with his wife, Emma of 

                         Normandy.  

 



Edmund, who then became King and fought on valiantly against Cnut. Edmund 

eventually had to seek peace with Cnut, but then he also died in November of that 

year, perhaps murdered. This is when Cnut became King of England; he was 

crowned in London in 1017.  

During his reign, he was also King of Denmark and Norway. He was a strong King 

and destroyed anyone who dared oppose him (Not unlike a certain Russian leader 

today). He was ruthless, but his ruthlessness ensured stability and the country 

entered a period of prosperity. 

Although a Viking, Canute was a Christian and, after he became King, he was a 

benefactor to many of the great churches and Abbeys of England, including 

Shaftesbury. 

In 1019, only 3 years into his reign, he granted 16 cassates of land to the Abbey. A 

cassate was a measure of land similar to a hide, which can be described as the 

amount of land necessary to support one family. So, as a comparison today, it can 

best be compared to a farmstead of perhaps 60 to 120 acres.  

The story of King Canute sitting on a throne on a beach and ordering back the 

incoming tide, according to an historian named Henry of Huntingdon, was his 

humble way of demonstrating to his court and supporters, that a King has no 

divine powers; that he was human and only God had such power.  

According to Huntingdon, Canute set his throne by the seashore and commanded 

the incoming tide to halt and not to wet his feet and robes.  

Yet ‘Continuing to rise as usual, the tide dashed over his feet and legs  

without respect for his royal person. Then the King leapt backwards and said: “Let 

all men know how empty and worthless is the power of Kings, for there is none 

worthy of the name, but he whom Heaven, earth, and sea obey by eternal laws”.  

‘He then hung his crown on a crucifix and never wore it again, saying “To the 

honour of God the almighty King”.   

Why he came to Shaftesbury in 1035 is not known. He may have come to pray at 

the shrine of Saint Edward the Martyr, perhaps to seek a miracle cure to an illness 

he was already afflicted with, thought to be jaundice. If he was ill, what better 

place to be than under the care of the Abbess and her nuns. Whatever the case, 

he is said to have died of natural causes.  
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His body was taken to 

Winchester, the capital of 

Wessex, and buried in the Old 

Minster there. When the Old 

Minster was replaced by the 

Cathedral, the bones of King 

Canute and other Kings of Wessex 

and England, were placed in 

Mortuary chests, which can still 

be seen there to this day.  

Unfortunately, during the English 

Civil War almost 400 years ago, plundering Parliamentarian soldiers scattered all 

the bones, including Canute’s, across the floor and they became mixed up. They 

were eventually collected up and replaced in the mortuary chests, but somewhat 

out of order. 

After he became King, Canute married Emma, the widow of Ethelred the Unready. 

They had 3 sons and a daughter. Emma’s bones are also mixed up with those of 

her husband and the others in those mortuary chests.    
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     Cnut & Emma’s original mortuary  

        chest at Winchester Cathedral. 

 

Shaftesbury miscellany. 
The original Chubb’s House in Salisbury Street, was once an alms house for 

16 women; and over the door was a brass plate engraved with the following 

inscription: Anno Domini 1611. 

‘Matthew Chubb of Dorchester, gent. was founder of this house; and 

Margaret his widow gave some maintenance unto it; 

Whereunto John Boden of Shaston esq.,  

William Grove esq., and Jane his wife, daughter and heir of the said John 

Boden, have added xxvi l yearly forever. For whose piety herein the 

Poore of this place shall ever praise God.’ 

           

 Matthew Chubb died in 1617. 

 



      Agatha Christie and the Archaeologists. 

 
The twenty-one-year-old Max Mallowan arrived at Ur in Iraq in October 1925, 

where he was to assist Leonard Woolley in supervising an ongoing archaeological 

dig. Ur, Mallowan wrote later, was a venerable, ancient city closely associated with 

the Old Testament. There was still a wide Bible-reading public. It was always 

Woolley’s hope to discover some reference to Abraham, although this name never 

appeared in the cuneiform record. There were spectacular finds, like the Ram in 

the Thicket (above. Courtesy of the Penn Museum) though nothing quite on a par 

with the treasures of Tutankhamun’s tomb, discovered in Egypt in 1922. Woolley 

absolutely knew the value of positive publicity, so evidence of an inundation, for 

example, could be claimed as proof of Noah’s Flood. He found two Ram statuettes 

in the Great Death Pit of the Royal Cemetery, crushed flat by 9 metres of soil. They 

are actually goats nibbling leaves from bushes but could be linked with the story 

of Abraham and son Isaac.  

In December 1926 the rising literary star Agatha Christie attracted her own flood 

of negative comment. Her Morris Cowley was found abandoned above a chalk pit 

in the Surrey Hills. Despite an extensive and expensive search, involving hundreds 

of police and volunteers, no trace was found of the missing author. Eleven days 

later, a “Mrs Teresa Neele” at the Harrogate Hydropathic Hotel was identified as  
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Mrs Christie. This was, many thought, a blatant publicity stunt, or an attempt to 

embarrass or incriminate her wayward husband. Archie Christie had a younger, 

golf-playing girlfriend, Nancy Neele, and in August told Agatha that he wanted a 

divorce. When Agatha’s mother died in April, he had missed the funeral and 

subsequently shown little sympathy. Understanding of Agatha’s fragile mental and 

emotional state was generally in short supply, both at the time and among later 

biographers, though Lucy Worsley, writing in 2022, makes a case for “dissociative 

fugue”. This is where the sufferer of extreme stress takes flight from an intolerable 

reality into a new identity in a different environment. Agatha spent the early 

months of 1927 evading the attentions of the Press, and possibly undergoing 

therapy, about which she was understandably coy. In April 1927 Leonard Woolley 

married Katharine Keeling, a forceful vivacious widow and talented illustrator, 

whose presence as the only woman at Ur was troubling the American backers of 

the dig. It was a marriage of mutual convenience, never consummated. According 

to Max Mallowan, Katharine had the power of entrancing those associated with 

her when she was in the mood, or on the contrary of creating a charged poisonous 

atmosphere; to live with her was to walk on a tightrope.  

In November 1928, with custody of daughter Rosalind secured during divorce 

proceedings, and having seen the Woolleys’ reports in the Illustrated London 

News, Agatha took the Orient Express from Paris to Istanbul, followed by less 

luxurious transport to Damascus, Baghdad and finally Ur. Both the Woolleys were 

delighted to welcome their celebrity visitor. Katharine had been impressed by The 

Murder of Roger Ackroyd, (written in 1925) while Leonard gave Agatha a personal 

guided tour. Leonard Woolley saw with the eye of imagination: the place was as 

real to him as it had been in 1500 BC, or a few thousand years earlier. Wherever 

he happened to be, he could make it come alive. While he was speaking, I felt in 

my mind no doubt whatever that the house on the corner had been Abraham’s. It 

was his reconstruction of the past and he believed in it, and anyone who listened 

to him believed in it also. (AC autobiography) When Agatha returned in the spring 

of 1930, the duty of escorting her on a tour of other archaeological sites in Iraq 

fell to the junior member of the team, Max Mallowan. Quietly spoken, he was 14  
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         In this image of the 1928/29 expedition team, photographer unknown,  

     Katharine Woolley stands centrally, with husband Leonard, foreman Hamoudi  

                              and Max Mallowan to her right.  

 

Years younger and a lot shorter than Agatha, but very considerate. In September 

1930, after much agonising by the bride-to-be, they were married in Edinburgh. 

From 1932 the Mallowans formed a team of their own, in part self-financed, at 

other digs in the Near East. Agatha spent part of each day at her typewriter, 

drawing on recent experiences to produce best-sellers like Murder on the Orient 

Express (1934) and Murder in Mesopotamia (1936). The latter is Dedicated to My 

Many Archaeological Friends in Iraq and Syria and begins: Louise Leidner, the wife 

of a prominent archaeologist, joins her husband at a dig in Iraq – and behaves as 

if she is in fear for her life! When those fears prove to be well- founded, the great 

Hercule Poirot is called in to investigate a seemingly impossible crime. 
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The Leidner character was based, somewhat transparently, on the volatile 

Katharine Woolley. Fortunately, she did not recognise herself, or if she did, took 

no offence. 

After 12 seasons, beginning in 1922, excavations at Ur were concluded. Katharine 

acted as Site Director in the final season. Years of work remained to be done on 

thousands of artefacts and cuneiform inscriptions, mostly on clay tablets. 25% of 

the finds went to Philadelphia, 25% to the British Museum, and 50% remained in 

Iraq, where sadly many may have been looted or destroyed in recent conflicts. 

Woolley continued to write about Ur for 20 years or more, while undertaking 

other archaeological projects assisted by his wife. In 1935 he was knighted for 

services to archaeology. During World War Two he advised Churchill as a recruiter 

of the Monuments Men. After Katharine’s death from multiple sclerosis in 1945, 

Woolley was free to make decisions about where to live, and with whom. An ill-

advised liaison led to involvement in a costly divorce case and did serious damage 

to his finances. His decision to rent Sedgehill Manor from 1948 to 1957 (by the  
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end of which time he was worried that his money would run out) provided the  

newly founded S&DHS with access to a famous lecturer and President. Sir Leonard 

Woolley and I knew each other for longer than he knew anyone outside his own 

family – off and on wrote Noel Teulon Porter in his Introduction to As I Seem to 

Remember, a collection of Woolley anecdotes, reminiscences and snippets from 

two BBC radio broadcasts.  

Their association apparently went back to a dig, Woolley’s first, at Roman 

Corbridge in 1906. He was a man of slight stature and no commanding appearance 

– but presence, yes! … Sir Leonard took a keen and constant interest in the Society 

and Museum. He appears in a   photograph with NTP and three others taken when 

the Museum first moved to premises on Gold Hill in 1954 – not the current ones. 

Illustrious visitors to Sedgehill might have to walk about a mile from Semley 

station. Woolley himself seemed to be able (like the Prince of Wales in 1899) to 

have fast trains stop at Semley to suit his personal convenience. The sage of 

archaeology (Winstone p.271) was known to arrive home from Semley in the cab 

of the local coal merchant’s lorry. The Mallowans might drop by when driving 

between their main residence near Wallingford to their summer retreat at 

Greenway in Devon, bought in 1938. As I Seem to Remember was published by the 

S&DHS in 1962, when the final (9th) volume of the Ur Excavations report also 

appeared. Both were posthumous, as Woolley had died in 1960.  

In the final report Woolley stuck with his conclusion of nearly thirty years earlier 

that he had found evidence of possibly the world’s oldest museum. He discovered 

that King Nabonidus installed his daughter as high priestess in a nunnery close to 

the ziggurat (stepped pyramid; Winstone p178). On the intact floor of a chamber 

of the Princess Ennigaldi-Nanna were half a dozen diverse objects found lying on 

an unbroken brick pavement of the sixth century B.C., yet the newest of them was 

seven hundred years older than the pavement and the earliest perhaps two 

thousand: the evidence was altogether against their having got there by accident. 

(Woolley 1929) One of the objects, a small clay cylinder inscribed with cuneiform 

of the time of the building of the palace / nunnery, described another object that 

was itself now nowhere to be found: a brick dated to around 2100 BCE. (Moudhy  
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Al-Rashid 2025) This cylindrical clay tablet, Woolley decided, must have been an 

exhibition label from a deliberately curated collection of local antiquities. (ibid.) 

Moudhy, our lecturer in February 2026, has taken each of the objects, plus the 

drum / label and the person of Ennigaldi-Nanna, as the themes of chapters in a 

superb new book Between Two Rivers: Ancient Mesopotamia and the Birth of 

History. (Hodder, 2025) One reviewer declares it an ingenious, passionate “history 

of histories” … we vividly witness how lives across the millennia are revealed and 

connected. Apart from Moudhy’s book, and the two in the image above, I have 

consulted Lucy Worsley: Agatha Christie: A Very Elusive Woman (Hodder & 

Stoughton, 2022); H.V.F. Winstone: Woolley of Ur (Secker & Warburg, 1990); Max 

Mallowan: Mallowan’s Memoirs (Collins, 1977). The facsimile edition of Murder in 

Mesopotamia (HarperCollins 2012) includes the original 1936 dustjacket artwork 

by Robin Macartney (1911-1973). An architect, painter and illustrator, he 

accompanied the Mallowans on archaeological expeditions for four years from 

1934 and designed four striking book covers at the personal request of the author.  

Ian Kellett, October 2025.  
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Shaftesbury miscellany. 
Such were the depredations inflicted on the villages and people by both 

armies during the civil war when they were in the area, a meeting was held 

in Shaftesbury on the 2nd August 1644, to discuss the formation of a neutral 

body from the local population to protect themselves from the excesses 

and oppressions inflicted upon them. They named their newly formed 

body the ‘Clubmen’. A detachment of 1,000 parliamentary soldiers was 

sent to Shaftesbury and surrounded the town and 50 of the leaders were 

seized. This led to a final confrontation on Hambledon Hill, where 4,000 

Clubmen had gathered, were defeated and dispersed. About a dozen were 

killed and 500 rounded up and held in Shroton Church, where they were 

lectured by Cromwell and sent back to their farms and villages. 

 



                 Ladies football in Shaftesbury. 
Ladies football has come a long way in the last 60 years. The Premier League & 

many other clubs now have a women’s team representing them. Indeed, the 

England team reached the semi-final of the world cup a few years ago; and this 

year they retained the Women’s European Football Championship cup.  

Back in the sixties, 

things were very 

different. In 1962, 

Shaftesbury had a 

thriving ladies’ hockey 

team, but they decided 

to play a one-off game 

of football against a 

Mere Brush Factory 

ladies’ team. This was 

to coincide with 

Shaftesbury Carnival, 

and the aim was to raise 

some money for the 

hockey club. 

Shaftesbury won 4-0 

and £22 (£350 today) was raised for the club. 

In fact, a team had been created a couple of years before in 1960 and was run by 

a lady named Jean Rose. They called themselves ‘The Wanderers’ and recruited 

players from Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton. By 1966, they had not lost a 

single game. 

Among team members at the time were Ann Goulding, Brenda Mullins, Margaret 

Mouter, Jenny Douch, Joyce Gatehouse, Lyn Trainer, Molly Rideout, Elizabeth 

Young, Jill Trainer, Ann Rawson, Patsy Haskett, Geraldine Davis and Jean Rose.  

I should say at this point, that much of this story is taken from articles that 

appeared in the Daily Mirror in December 1965, and the Daily Telegraph in  
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November 1966 (Just a few months after England’s men won the world cup for the 

one and only time).  

            
Jean Rose was a 33-year-old machinist at the local glove factory. She was married 

to a motor mechanic, John, and had 4 children. As captain of the team, she said 

that it might be an idea if one day they did lose a game, ‘Then there wouldn’t be 

all this silly giggling on the field’, which of course simply reinforced the sexist 

attitudes of the day, and that women’s football shouldn’t be taken seriously. 

The Wanderers didn’t play in a league, just occasional friendlies and raised money 

for various charities. As hockey players, they already had shorts, but they mainly 

borrowed shirts & socks from men’s teams and, in one instance, from the 

Grammar School. 

At the time, the Football Association frowned on girl players and would not let any 

ladies’ teams play on its pitches. The Wanderers lost one promising player because 

she gave in to her husband’s view that the game was unladylike, which was a view 

shared by some other local citizens. Jean Rose said that ‘In a small town like this, 

you’re bound to get that sort of thing. They kicked up another fuss when I 

organised an all-night jazz session’. 
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The Daily Mirror’s reporter wrote that the first Wanderer he met was 29-year-old 

right half, Geraldine Davis, who he found ironing while watching football on the 

TV. Her husband was John, a lorry driver who wasn’t that keen on football and 

preferred darts. They had 5 children. 

Geraldine said that she liked to wear her spectacles when playing but, if they 

interfered with her heading the ball, she would take them off and carry them for 

the rest of the game. 

The team’s star player was their goalkeeper, 19-year-old Patsy Haskett, an egg 

tester in a local egg packing factory. Jean Rose said that Patsy could kick the ball 

from one end of the pitch to the other and, by November, had only let in 7 goals 

so far that season. 

Sometimes the girls played against men’s teams, and sometimes even beat them. 

In 1965, there was a men’s team from Poole called Hillingdon Tyre & Battery who, 

at the time, were considered to be the worst men’s team in the country. They were 

so desperate to win a game, they decided to play against a ladies’ team, thinking 

it would be easy to 

beat them. They 

challenged 

Shaftesbury’s 

Wanderers. 

Hillingdon were 

sure they would 

win, but the final 

result was 

Wanderers 7, 

Hillingdon 5 and 

the event was 

featured in the  

Daily Mirror on 

the 28th, 

December 1965. 

The Mirror reported that the Wanderers had turned up with only 9 players, so 
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Hillingdon gave them their right back. The game was played in a good spirit with 

much barracking from the crowd, including some cries of ‘Kiss him-it’ll slow him 

down’, which of course would certainly not be very politically correct these days. 

Hillingdon scored first, but Shaftesbury Wanderers were soon winning 3-1, with 

goals from the borrowed right back, 18-year-old student teacher, Ann Goulding, 

and an own goal. Hillingdon scored 3 more soon after half time, but then the girls 

scored 4 more times, with Hillingdon scoring a late consolation goal.  

After the game, Shaftesbury’s captain, Jean Rose, said that ‘this proves that 

women footballers deserve to be taken seriously’; although she received a letter 

from one man, telling her that she ought to be ashamed of herself. As for the 

Hillingdon captain, he said, ‘We’ll try to live this down, and go on fighting for 

victory’.  

There was another match against a local men’s team, which was really rough  

and messy. Jean said that she ‘got a nasty kick from the wages clerk, and he  

didn’t apologise. I think he really meant it’. She said that women footballers  

learn to accept the roughness of the game, though outbursts of tantrums and 

jealousy were not unknown. She said that the girls often incurred minor injuries 

and that she herself had twice knocked out members of the opposing team 

(accidentally of course). 

The reporter for the Daily Telegraph was so impressed, he predicted that 

Shaftesbury Wanderers would be champion footballers of the season. 

Although their footballing days ended many years ago, there may be members of 

Shaftesbury Wanderers who are still active and read this, and remember those 

days back in the 60’s. 

As I mentioned previously, women’s football has come a long way since those early 

days and, perhaps inspired by the success of Ladies football nationally, today 

(2025) Shaftesbury Football Club has a thriving and successful ladies’ team. 
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Robert the Bruce and Shaftesbury. 
Robert the Bruce was an ally of William Wallace, who was also known as 

Braveheart and portrayed by Mel Gibson in the film. The Bruce took part in 

Wallace’s revolt against the 

English King, Edward I. He was 

appointed Guardian of Scotland 

in 1298 and then seized the 

throne to become King of 

Scotland on the 25th March 1306. 

Robert’s first wife, Isabella of 

Mar, died in 1296 at the age of 

only 18 or 19, with whom he had 

just one child, a daughter who 

they named Marjorie.  

In 1302, at the age of 28, he 

married Elizabeth de Burgh, who 

was aged only 13, but the 

daughter of one of the most 

powerful Norman nobles in 

Ireland. Elizabeth bore him 4 children, Matilda, Margaret, David & John.     

Defeated by the English at the battle of Methven in June 1306, he sent his first 

daughter, Marjorie and his sisters Mary & Christina into the protection of his 

brother Niall at Kildrummy Castle. The castle was besieged by the English and, due 

to betrayal, was captured and all the men, including Niall Bruce, were hanged, 

drawn and quartered.   

Meanwhile, Marjorie and the Bruce’s sisters fled the castle before it was captured 

and found sanctuary. Unfortunately, they were soon betrayed and captured, and 

King Edward of England had Robert’s sister Mary imprisoned in a wooden cage 

erected on the wall of Roxburgh Castle. 9-year-old Marjorie was sent to a nunnery 
at Watton.   
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    A depiction of Robert the Bruce with  

         his 2nd wife, Elizabeth de Burgh  

 

 



Having become King of Scotland, he was soon defeated in battle and forced into 

hiding. This is the time when legend has it that he was inspired by the 

determination of a spider to complete its web. The spider trying again and again 

to re-build after the web’s destruction. 

That spider’s determination inspired 

Robert the Bruce to re-emerge and 

lead his army to victory over the 

English at the battle of Loudon Hill. 

Then, after other victories, he finally 

led his army to their greatest victory of 

all over the English at the battle of 

Bannockburn in 1314. Following these 

victories, he established Scotland as an 

independent kingdom. 

So, what has all this got to do with 

Shaftesbury you might ask? Well, 

Robert the Bruce’s wife, Elizabeth, was 

also captured with the other royal 

ladies in 1306 and was held under 

severe conditions of house arrest. She 

was imprisoned for 8 years in all, first 

at Bisham Manor in Berkshire, then at 

Windsor Castle, and then, from 

October 1312 until March 1313, she was held in Shaftesbury Abbey. 

The Abbess at the time was Alice de Lavynton, who would have been ordered by 

the King to attend to Elizabeth and keep her safe and secure during her time there. 

Eventually, after a couple more transfers, the lady ended up in York, where she 

had an audience with King Edward II. Following this, she was released as part of a 

ransom deal. 

She died at the age of approximately 38, on the 27th October 1327 after falling 

from her horse during a visit to the Royal residence at Cullen in Banffshire. 
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        The face of Robert the Bruce  

       (Reconstructed from his skull).                        



Her body was taken to Dunfermline Abbey, a long established last resting place for 

Kings & Queens of Scotland. 

In gratitude for the treatment of his 

wife’s body, Robert the Bruce 

established a chaplaincy at the Kirk of 

Cullen and decreed that an amount of 

5 Scottish pounds be paid in 

perpetuity. This annual payment 

continues to be paid to this day, 

though it is now £2.10. 

Robert the Bruce died 18 months 

later and was laid to rest next to his 

beloved wife. 

Their son, aged only 5, became King David II of Scotland and was crowned at Scone 

in November 1331. He went on to reign for some 42 years.       
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      A 3D reconstruction of Robert the 

               Bruce’s original tomb. 

Shaftesbury miscellany. 

At the dissolution in 1539, including the Abbess, around 54 nuns of 

Shaftesbury’s Abbey were pensioned off. The Abbess, Elizabeth Zouch, 

received an annual pension of £133-6s-8d. It is very difficult to be accurate, 

but her pension, taking average inflation into account, equates to about 

£112,500 today. The prioress, who was next in command, received £20 

(£16,900), but the rest of the nuns received pensions depending on their 

status and length of service as a nun, ranging from £7-7s-0d (£6,200) down 

to £3-6s-8d (£2,800).  

 



The Queen’s golden jubilee – 1887. 
On June 21st 1887, Queen Victoria celebrated 50 years on the British throne. In 

Shaftesbury, on the day, the weather was fine, and celebrations commenced 

with the firing of a Royal salute, Church bells ringing and the Town Band playing 

in the Commons. It was said that, during the morning, many ladies were busy 

preparing for the enjoyment of both young and old.  

At one o’clock, a meal was served in the Town Hall for some 150 folks from the 

parishes of St. Peter’s, Holy Trinity & St. James, aged over 60. All evidently 

enjoyed the food that was provided. 

At two o’clock, some 800 children aged under 15, gathered at the cattle market 

and a procession was formed and they walked 4 abreast to Holy Trinity, where a 

service was held. This was the same as that held at Westminster Abbey that day, 

and in every other Anglican church throughout the country. 

Afterwards the procession was reformed and led by the Town Band, paraded 

along all the principal streets of the town. 

The Marchioness of Westminster and Mr 

& Mrs Merthyr Guest had driven to 

witness the events and the procession 

stopped at the Market Place to greet them 

with cheers.  

At four o’clock, the children entered Park 

Walk, and each received a ‘Shaftesbury 

Commemoration Jubilee’ mug.  

Seats had been erected on each side and 

refreshments were served. As soon as tea 

was over, great excitement prevailed when 

Crimean cannon captured at Sebastopol, 

was removed by a great number of boys, 

from the park walk to Castle Hill, where 

several volleys were fired.  

Probably between two and three thousand people met on Castle Hill that day 

and enjoyed various amusements. 
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        A commemoration mug. 



There was dancing to the town band, pony & donkey racing, and races on the 

flat and over hurdles. 

In the 100 yards for under twelves, S. Lodge won 3/-, Windsor won a bottle of 

sweets and S. Alford won 1/-. In the 200 yards walking match for married 

couples, the Parsons won a silk umbrella, the Whites won forty eggs, and the 

Bakers won a set of jugs. Climbing the greasy pole for a ham was won by Padfield.  

At ten o’clock a huge bonfire was lit and from Castle Hill, some 70 other bonfires 

could be seen in various directions, which was quite striking. Lights were burnt 

from the tower of Holy Trinity Church, which were seen for miles around.  

The town looked very gay with flags and illuminations. Also, some tradesmen in 

the town, lit their premises with coloured lights, Chinese lanterns & gas, all of 

which showed the loyalty of the ancient town to the Queen, God bless her. 

The next day, the parish of Cann celebrated in similar fashion. All of the children 

having gathered at the National Schoolroom, and headed by the Town Band, 

they all processed, four abreast, with flags flying, down the Higher Blandford 

Road to Cannfield Farm, the home of Mr & Mrs Flower, where they each received 

a Jubilee mug, which was filled and refilled with tea as often as required. Much 

cake, bread and butter was provided. 

Then the adults met in a huge barn there, which was decorated as far as its 

dimensions would permit. Here, the Queen was toasted, and the evening 

progressed with much merriment. Some danced, some ran & some swung. 

When darkness came, there was a firework display flashed in the sky. The night 

ended with the singing of the National Anthem.  
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Shaftesbury miscellany. 
In August 1940, the Western Gazette published a letter from a visitor from 

York to Shaftesbury. It read, ‘I was walking along Park Walk and saw the old 

cannon and thought, what a waste of valuable metal, which could be used 

for war purposes! May I suggest that they be taken down and sent at once 

where they are so urgently needed’. Well, it seems that somebody listened 

and, soon after, that is exactly what happened. 
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Lectures & events in 2026. 
Tuesday 6th January at 2.30pm at Gold Hill Museum. 

Rolls Royce and Russia, Tsarist & Bolshevik.  

We are very grateful to our President, Sir John Stuttard, for agreeing to present 

this lecture, following the withdrawal due to illness of the planned speaker. 

Tuesday 3rd February at 2.30pm at Gold Hill Museum. 

Between Two Rivers: Ancient Mesopotamia and the Birth of History. A 

lecture given by Dr Moudhy Al-Rashid, Wolfson College, Oxford writer and 

broadcaster. 

Dr Moudhy Al-Rashid is an Assyriologist, specialising in the cuneiform languages 

of the early civilisations between the Tigris and the Euphrates. Her much-lauded 

2025 book (of the same title) takes as its starting point the 1920s discovery at 

Ur by our first President, Sir Leonard Woolley, of what he believed was an exhibit 

label from a museum of already ancient objects. 

Tuesday 3rd March at 2.30pm at Gold Hill Museum. 

Women’s Suffrage in Dorset: forgotten stories. A lecture given by Karen Hunt 

Professor Emerita of Modern British History, Keele University Trustee of 

Bridport Museum. 

Dorset is not a county usually associated with the long campaign for votes for 

women. However, that does not mean that the women (and men) of the 

county were indifferent to women’s lack of citizenship. This talk explores where 

in Dorset women chose to organise, what they did and the effects it had locally. 

Why did suffragism blossom in some places and not others; why were there far 

more suffragists than suffragettes; and how did the experience of this 

campaigning affect Dorset women once the vote was won? 

Annual outing - Details to be announced. 

2026 Annual General Meeting, followed by Garden Party. – Details to be 

announced. 

 
Please note that lectures are free to members, and open to the public on 
payment of £5 at the door (£7 for Teulon Porter). Membership details at 
https://goldhillmuseum.org.uk/membership/  
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